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Letter from the Editor

Letter from the Editor
Tami Echavarria Robinson, Managing Editor
Whitworth University

Greetings to one and all. The annual conference issue of The Christian Librarian is
fun because it reminds me of the previous very enjoyable conference. I hope you
enjoyed it too. My two favorite things about conference are always the devotions
each morning and the renewed fellowship with my colleagues, fellow believers, and
friends. But I have to admit that Newberg, Oregon was delightful.
I live in the Pacific Northwest and over the years have passed through Newberg any
number of times en route to the Oregon Coast. I hope you took the opportunity
to go there. But what I’ve never taken the time to do was to make a right turn off
of OR 99W in the middle of Newberg to the George Fox campus. What a pleasant
surprise this beautiful campus was! All these times I’d passed it by I had no idea what
I was missing. On behalf of the TCL Editorial Team I would like to thank George
Fox University for their extraordinary hospitality and sharing their lovely campus
with the Association of Christian Librarians.
For the history buffs among us, we learned that Herbert Hoover, the 31st President
of the United States, grew up in Newberg, Oregon. We saw his boyhood home,
learned of his Quaker values, cemented in Hoover’s Oregon boyhood, that shaped
the values by which he lived and led our country. We also heard from one of his
great granddaughters and learned of the ties that the Hoover family still maintains
with George Fox University.
The 2016 ACL conference was full of great programs and speakers, two preconferences, inspiring keynote presentations, engaging poster sessions, and
opportunities to converse with vendors and with one another. And did I mention
those devotional times for prayer, reflection and worship together?
Exchanging professional and personal conversations with colleagues from other
Christian colleges and universities is what makes ACL so different from other
library conferences. We share core biblical beliefs, ethics and values that enrich our
conversations beyond the bounds of a career. Christian librarianship is a calling,
a vocation, that we share and enjoy together to the glory of God. Every time we
share time together, both socially and intellectually, we share our vocation together.
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We open ourselves to one another and become deeper friends. I was touched by
the reminiscences of memories shared at the Retirees Interest Group (RETIG)
gathering. Many shared experiences from previous conferences and missions’ trips
through CILA that were precious reminders of the bonds of Christian fellowship
and vocation built over the years.
Among those Christian values, which were so evident at George Fox University,
is the calling to hospitality. Again I commend the generosity of hospitality that
George Fox faculty and staff showed to us last June as they hosted the Association
of Christian Librarians 2016 conference. For followers of Jesus Christ hospitality
is not an option, it is required of us as one of the keys to successful ministry and
discipleship. Hospitality is about welcoming people into our lives, reaching out
to people and meeting their needs. The heart of the Gospel demonstrates Jesus’
hospitality to us, his followers.We are born in a legacy of sin that places us in enmity
with God. We have no resources of our own to save ourselves from this plight. Yet
God sent His son, Jesus, to redeem those of us who believe in Him, to pay our debt
we could not pay. He makes a place for us in His kingdom. He prepares an eternal
place for us. “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). He restores our relationship
with Him. When we open ourselves, our homes and our churches and reach out to
others, we are imitating the hospitality that Christ extends to us. Matthew 25:34-46
is the Scriptural passage in understanding Jesus and hospitality for the church that
is comparable to Genesis 18 for Jewish culture in understanding the practice of
hospitality.
Hospitality as presented to us in the Bible is a way of life, a worldview of God’s
Kingdom that offers us a uniquely Christian ethic. Christian hospitality is a sacred
process of receiving outsiders and changes them from strangers to guests. Much of
what the New Testament teaches about hospitality has roots in the Old Testament.
Hospitality in the Old Testament begins with Abraham as the model of hospitality
in Jewish culture in the story of the visitation to Abraham by three angelic strangers
(Genesis 18). The Old Testament repeatedly reminded the Israelites to remember
what is was like to be aliens and strangers in Egypt. In the New Testament, from the
world’s perspective, Jesus was a stranger and identified with strangers of the world.
Jesus, the divine Word and the true light, entered our dark world but the darkness
did not comprehend Him (John 1:5) nor did the world recognize Him (John 1:10).
Although it is through Jesus that all things were made (John 1:3) and hold together
(Colossians 1:16-17) thereby making Him the ultimate Host over all creation, he
dwelled among us as a stranger.
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Few people are not strangers in one sense or another. More importantly, how many
remain strangers to God? Whenever we extend hospitality to those who may not
know Jesus or who may not be in right relationship with God, we are participating in
a process of hopefully changing someone’s status before God from stranger to guest,
by the grace of the Holy Spirit.When we extend hospitality to those who are fellow
believers in Christ we offer a time of nurturing and deepening our relationship with
them and their relationship with God.
Many students in our universities, as well as new faculty and staff, are strangers when
they first join our colleges and universities. When students experience hospitality
and friendliness from faculty and staff, and are able to develop new relationships
within the institution, they are more likely to adjust successfully to higher education.
Librarians play an important role in extending hospitality and friendliness to students
as well as to new staff and faculty. This may serve as an avenue to providing research
resources and teaching information literacy for lifelong learning. Librarians can also
offer encouragement, and emotional and spiritual support to students, thus caring for
the student. This in turn may have a positive effect on student success and retention,
as well as a transformative spiritual experience from stranger to a sense of belonging.
Students who feel connected to faculty and other students can experience deep
learning in the subject of their interests, thereby contributing to their success as
potential scholars. We all need to feel connected to one another in order to thrive.
The TCL Editorial Team would like to thank all who contributed to this issue of
TCL and to the ACL 2016 conference.
In Christ’ grace,
Tami Echavarria Robinson
TCL Managing Editor
trobinson@whitworth.edu
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